The Burney Society UK Newsletter Spring 2019

Owls, Lincoln Cathedral
Dear Burney Member,
Welcome to our first Newsletter of 2019, with a focus on our upcoming conference which is now
registering. We hope to see you there!

Society Events
Burney Society UK 2019 Conference and AGM
2019 Conference of the Burney Society (UK)
Locating the Burneys: from the Margins to the Mainstream
Bishop Grosseteste University, 30 July-1 August 2019
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Gillian Dow, University of Southampton and Lorna Clark, Carleton University
Registration is now open for our conference in the pretty town of Lincoln at Bishop Grosseteste
University. The link for online registration to the conference and accommodation at Bishop
Grosseteste University is:
https://ecommerce.bishopg.ac.uk/product-catalogue/conferences/burney-society-conference
The proposed programme is for papers on Tuesday 30th and Wednesday 31st July, with a visit
organised for interested delegates on Thursday 1st August.
Accommodation is available from Sunday 28th July for delegates who wish to spend time in Lincoln
prior to the Conference.
Conference speakers represent local and international Burney scholarship, including the outer
margins of current Burney research.

The programme includes papers on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

naming and identity; the female street walker; female inheritance; and Bluestocking
erudition, in Burney's novels
Female spaces in Evelina,
Burney's connections to satire
a 'Burney School' of female novelists who followed her
Burney's time at Court
Charles Burney's sources for his History of Music.

There will also be a round table session when we will discuss locating Burney family heritage. This
will include speakers who specialise in architecture and historical archaeology and we encourage
participation and ideas from all Burney enthusiasts.
A little bird has hinted that we may have some of Charles Burney's music to enjoy!
Please note that we will hold our AGM as part of the conference for the first time, so this will be
your chance to have your say on Burney Society matters.

Winter 2018 Quiz answer & Burney UK Conference
Our picture clue in the Winter 2018 newsletter
was Edward Francisco Burney's painting
Amateurs of the Tye-Wig Music, c.1820. The Tate
suggests that Edward Burney may have intended
to publish his four paintings of musical social life
as prints but he never did, and this remains the
only one he worked on as an oil painting. It
represents the battle between traditional music
by Handel and 'modern' music by Beethoven
and Mozart, a clear distinction which may not
have the impact now which he anticipated in
1820 when Handel's work was undergoing a
revival. As the Tate points out: 'His uncle, Dr
Edward Francisco Burney (1760 – 1848) Amateurs of Tye-Wig
Charles Burney, was a noted musicologist who
Music (‘Musicians of the Old School’) c.1820, Tate Ref: T07278
was at the centre of a lively debate about the
respective merits of 'old' and 'new' music, and
The many aspects of music and noise of all
his writings undoubtedly provided Edward with
kinds do have a Hogarthian feel, particularly in
much of the inspiration for this picture.'
his The Enraged Musician (1741). We will be
hearing about Charles Burney at our
conference, so the painting has particular
resonance for the Society this year, though I
suspect our gathering will be a more sedate
affair than either Hogarth or Edward Francisco
depicted.
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/hogarththe-enraged-musician-t01800

Burney Society UK & Chawton House Talk – Sunday 13th October 2019 2pm
We are delighted to announce a talk by Jocelyn Harris on her book Satire, Celebrity, and Politics in
Jane Austen, sponsored by the Burney Society UK and hosted by Chawton House. Her book draws
on Austen's connections to Burney through mutual friends living in Bookham and Mickleham, and
on James Burney and his voyages with Captain Cook.
Tickets: £15, Friends and members of the Burney Society: £12. Includes tea/coffee and cake. Talk
starts at 2pm The ticket price includes entry to Chawton House and access to their exhibition.
To book, call Chawton House on 01420 541010
We hope you will come along and enjoy a Sunday afternoon at Chawton.

Jocelyn Harris, professor emerita at the University
of Otago, New Zealand, publishes extensively on
eighteenth-century British literature. Her books
include Jane Austen and the Art of Memory and A
Revolution Almost beyond Expression: Jane
Austen’s Persuasion.

www.jocelynharris.co.nz

For further information please see:
https://chawtonhouse.org/whats-on/jocelyn-harris-satire-celebrity-and-politics-in-jane-austen/

Burney Panel at ISECS
This July, the Burneys will be the subject of two panels at the large International Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies (ISECS) congress in Edinburgh. https://www.bsecs.org.uk/isecs/
Although there will be hundreds of speakers, we will endeavour to make Burney's name heard
above the noise. The theme is 'Enlightenment Identities' and the two Burney panels are outlined
below. More from: https://www.bsecs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Programme18April.pdf
Burney Panels - Dates, Times and Papers
36. Burneys and Identity Session 2 (Monday 15 July, 2 pm – 3.45 pm)
• Miriam Al Jamil (Burney Society) What’s in a Face? The portraits of Frances Burney
• Marilyn Francus (West Virginia University) Wrestling with Burneyness: the case of Alexander
D’Arblay
• Lorna Clark (Carleton University) Growing up Burney: youthful effusions in the family archive
• Cassie Ulph (Bishop Grosseteste University) Weekend at Burney’s: artistic sociability,
professional identity, and remembering ‘D(r)ead Dr Burney’.

276. Frances Burney Session 9 (Thursday 18 July, 8 am – 9.30 am)
• Kyung Hwa Eun (University of Alberta) Ethics of Descriptions: Literary Realism in
Descriptions of Shopping in Camilla
• Alicia Kerfoot (SUNY Brockport) The Embodied Embroidery of Cecilia’s “Spoilt” Screen
• Willow White (McGill University) Laughing Comedy: Frances Burney’s The Witlings and
Arthur Murphy’s All in the Wrong
It is a great opportunity to present on Burney as a united UK and North American effort. We will
report back on the event in the Summer. If any members plan to be there, do find us and fly the
Burney flag in Edinburgh!

ADVANCE REMINDER: The Burney Society (North America) Biannual Conference:
“Burney Studies: Appraising the Past, Anticipating the Future” July 3-4, 2020,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Registration and Accommodation
Registration details will be announced early in 2019. The two-day conference will take place in
downtown Montreal in the Rare Books Room of the McLennan Library (home of The Burney
Centre) of McGill University (Friday) and at the Best Western Ville-Marie Hotel next door
(Saturday), and will cost approximately Can$250 (less for students), including a conference dinner on Friday,
and Saturday’s breakfast (Montreal bagels!), lunch, and coffee breaks.
Rooms at the special rate of Can$205 per night, plus taxes, for single or double, between July 2
and July 5, 2020, are now available for booking at the Best Western. This special rate will be
available until May 2, 2020. Call 1-800-361-7791 and ask for the “Burney Society” room block, or
go to http://www.hotelvillemarie.com/, enter your dates and the group code “Burney,” and select your room.

Mary Wollstonecraft
It has long been a puzzle that there was no Society
dedicated to the work of Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797),
a close contemporary of Frances Burney who died tragically
young after giving birth to her daughter, Mary
Wollstonecraft Shelley. Now this omission is in the process
of correction, thanks to the campaign by the group 'Mary
on the Green' which is raising money for a memorial statue.
This will be commissioned from Maggi Hambling whose
interpretation has a powerful message about
Wollstonecraft's commitment to human rights and
women's equality, their need for self-discipline and to be
true to themselves.
The picture shows the proposed statue as it will appear on
Newington Green, north London, close to where Mary lived
and ran a school for girls.
https://www.maryonthegreen.org/latestnews.shtml

There is a fledgling Mary Wollstonecraft Philosophical Society, founded in 2017 to study her work
and legacy: http://www.marywollstonecraftphilosophicalsociety.org/about.html
and an even younger Mary Wollstonecraft Fellowship which is a literacy Society dedicated to her
work: https://wollstonecraftfellowship.home.blog/
These initiatives were all featured at 'A Celebration of Mary Wollstonecraft', a one-day conference
held at the beautiful Old St. Pancras Church, the place where she was married and buried. Her
tombstone is in the grounds. Discussions were informative and enthusiastic with real energy
tangible among the speakers and attendees. These included scholars, campaigners, writers and
those interested in the issues which concerned her. Questions about new directions in
Wollstonecraft studies, her legacy and relevance, and frustrating gaps in the archive were
addressed. A short performance about her ideas 'Mary, Mary...Further than the Edge' concluded
the day. The celebration coincided with her birthday and there are plans to hold further events in
the years to come.
A point that emerged from the day was that a focus on Mary Wollstonecraft's life has tended to
overshadow her ideas up to now, something which seems inevitable for so many women writers.
What do you think?
Have we moved on significantly in Burney scholarship and what remains to be done? How can we
ensure that biography and intellectual production complement each other? Those who are
interested in Burney's life and journals have sometimes insisted that they are not keen on her
novels. What are your thoughts on this? Who has read all her novels and other work and what drew
you to Burney in the first place?

Frances Burney’s Wedding Ring
The delicate ring which belonged to Frances Burney was recently auctioned.
Here is the auction house description:
An enamelled posy or posie ring, 18th
century, by repute belonging to Frances
Burney 'Fanny Burney' (English satirical
novelist, diarist and playwright), designed
as a central floral spray with tied bow and
with white enamelled band 'sa douceur
m'enchanté' (his sweetness enchanted
me), with a piece of paper stating 'Ring
belonging to Fanny Burney, Authoress
1752-1842' (at fault) CONDITION REPORT:
Approximate ring size K Inherited 40 years
ago, through family. Sent to Fanny Burney
museum who suggested that it was a gift
from her husband who was of French
extraction. Unknown how came into the
family.

If any Society member has any more information on the ring, do get in touch!

Membership
Membership subscriptions will be due in June. The 2019-2020 Renewal form can be found on the next page.
For any Burney Society UK membership enquiries please contact our Membership Secretary, Deborah Jones,
by email at deborahjark@aol.com

Burney Society Links
http://burneysociety.uk/ Please see our website for further current and archived Burney items, including
Newsletters and a downloadable membership form
https://twitter.com/burneysocietyuk?lang=en-gb Follow us on Twitter
https://www.facebook.com/groups/474331835923929/ Our Facebook page

Next Newsletter
We will include a conference report in our Summer mailing If you have any other item to contribute to our
next Newsletter, or any comments or questions, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please email us at
burneysocietyuk@gmail.com

The Burney Society UK
Membership application and Renewal 2019– 2020
Title(s)..........................Name(s)...........................................................................
Address.................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................
Postcode.....................................................Telephone............................................
Email......................................................................................................................
I wish to join / renew (please circle as appropriate):
• Individual membership of £20
• Joint membership of £25 (for couples at the same address)
• Student membership of £15

yes
yes
yes

METHOD OF PAYMENT
• Bank transfer to NatWest a/c 83156410, sort code 600113
• or Cheque made payable to the Burney Society UK
• I am setting up a Standing Order or Direct Debit
I am a UK Taxpayer and wish to Gift Aid my fee/donation

yes
yes
yes
yes

I understand that by my membership I agree to receiving correspondence and materials in
relation to the Society and accept that my data is kept in password controlled, safe keeping
and is not made available to any other organisation.
SIGNATURE ....................................................................................................
Post this to: (Treasurer and Membership Secretary):
Dr Deborah Jones, 18 Savoy Court, Bimport, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 8BN
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope if you would like to receive your membership
card by post, otherwise acknowledgement will be by email.
Members who renew by bank transfer or direct debit to not need to post this form. Please
email with any change of details to deborahjark@aol.com

